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U.S. ARRESTS 9 AFGHANI NATI VES ON CHARGES
OF | MPORTI NG HERO N FROM PAKI STAN AND AFGHANI STAN

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, ANTHONY PLACI DO, the Special Agent
in Charge of the New York Division of the Drug Enforcenent
Adm ni stration, and KEVIN P. DONOVAN, the Assistant Director in
Charge of the New York Division of the Federal Bureau of
| nvesti gati on, announced the arrests of 9 individuals on charges
of inporting nore than half a mllion dollars’ in heroin into the
United States from Paki stan and Af ghani stan, and distributing
that heroin in the New York Area.

According to a crimnal Conplaint unsealed today in
Manhattan federal court, the 9 defendants — and 3 others who have
been charged but not yet arrested — participated in a conspiracy
to inport nore than eight kilogranms of heroin into the U S. over
an 18-nmonth period, often concealing drugs inside heat-seal ed
pl astic tubing sewn into the seans of traditional Afghani wonen’s

clothing. Al of the defendants are natives of Afghani stan who
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are currently living in New York and Paki st an.

According to the Conplaint, a confidential w tness (CW
1) negotiated with several of the defendants, including MOHAMVAD
DAUD RAHI M, AHMADULLAH BABURY and ABDUL WAHAD, to have heroin
sent from Pakistan to a post office box in Manhattan, which the
DEA had set up as an undercover nailbox. To facilitate the
shi pment of heroin to the post office box, RAHHM instructed CW¥1
to change the name on the mailbox from*“M Khan” to an “Aneri can-
soundi ng” nanme because RAHIM believed that a Muslimnanme woul d
draw | aw enforcenent attention. Utimtely, CW1 received
several shipnents totaling approximately 550 granms of heroin sent
from Paki stan to the post office box hidden in the seans of
Af ghani wonen’ s dresses.

Al so according to the Conplaint, in April 2002, WAHAD
met wwth CW1 in Karachi, Pakistan, where WAHAD was |i vi ng.
During the neeting WAHAD told CW1, anong other things, that:

a. Christmas was the best tine to send heroin
overseas because the high volunme of nai
vol une overwhel med | aw enforcenent in the
United States.

b. WAHAD woul d be using a new technique to
conceal heroin inside of clothing, which
consisted of a high-quality plastic that
could withstand heat sealing and was
i npossi ble for | aw enforcenent to detect.

The techni que takes approximately 10 days to
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conceal one kilogram of heroin inside the
cl ot hi ng.
C. WAHAD obt ai ned opiumfromfields in
Jal al abad, Afghani stan and Nort hern
Af ghani stan. Once obt ai ned, WAHAD pr ocessed
the opiuminto heroin by utilizing acid and
hi gh-quality chem cals that he obtained from
Cer many.
As alleged in the Conplaint, in August 2002 MOHAMVADDI N
AZI ZI supplied a different cooperating witness (CW2) wth al nost
7 kilograns of heroin inside a gymbag in the back of a m nivan
owned by AZlIZI. Also according to the Conplaint, AZIZI told CW2
that he (AZlI ZlI) received his heroin froma source in Pakistan who
mai | ed heroin to AZIZI sewn inside wonen’s mddl e eastern
cl ot hi ng.
The ot her defendants charged in the conspiracy are ALI
AHVED, MOHAMVAD | SMAEL, ABDUL RASHI D, TAJ MOHAMVAD, KHALIL PACHA,
SHAH MAHMOCD, HAMAYON SALIM and SHAH WAL
RAH M, BABURY, | SMAEL, RASH D, MOHAMVAD, PACHA, AZl ZI,
SALIM and WALI were arrested this norning and are scheduled to
be presented on the charges in the Conplaint before United States
Magi strate Judge DOUGAS F. EATON | ater today. The defendants
are faxing a maxi mumterm of inprisonnment of |life and a nmandatory

mnimumtermof 10 years’ inprisonnment. |In addition, each
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def endant faces a fine of up to $4 mllion.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the Drug
Enf orcement Adm nistration, the Federal Bureau of I|nvestigation
and the Bureau of Immgration and Custons Enforcenent.

Assi stant United States Attorneys DAVID P. BURNS, NEIL
BAROFSKY and SAMJEL G. W LLI AMSON are in charge of the
prosecuti on.

The charges contained in the Conplaint are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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